
Summary of the Phases of Matter
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Holds its shape and does not flow. 
The molecules in a solid vibrate in 
place, but on average, don’t move 
far from their places.

Holds its volume, but does not 
hold its shape—it flows. Liquids 
flow because the molecules can 
move around.

Atoms start to break apart.

Can expand or contract to fill a 
container. Does not hold its 
volume. The molecules in a gas 
break away from each other and 
are much farther apart than 
molecules in a liquid or a solid.
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