
Earth’s Crust

Foam block 
floating in water

Wood block 
floating in water

Continental crust floats higher in the 
mantle, so it’s above the ocean.

Oceanic crust floats lower in the 
mantle, so it’s below the ocean.

Because continental crust is less dense than oceanic crust, it floats high
on Earth’s mantle. Blocks of foam and wood floating in water

demonstrate this phenomenon.
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